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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



| I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
' — ' amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



. sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



I 


I2SJ 


II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 
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Date of completion of this report 

25 February 2002 (25.02.2002) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 
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International application No. 

PCT/JPOO/09040 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages ' . 

pages 
pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



1 | the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 1(b)) 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48 3(b)) 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55 2 and/ 

or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
prel iminary examination was earned out on the basis of the sequence listing* 

□ contained in the international application in written form 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

O The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ 

the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 

5. [I] ThiS repOIt haS bee " established 3:5 if ( some °0 the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 

L H 1 e >R 0rt 03 " ori 8 inali y f lied " and are riot annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 16 
and 70. 1 7). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



ntemational application No. 
PCT/JP 00/09040 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (I A) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-29 



1-29 



1-29 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Claims 1 to 29 

Document 1: JP, 11-331860, A (Nikon Corporation), 

November 30, 1999 
Document 2: JP, 11-7506, A (Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd.), 

March 16, 1999 

Document 3: JP, 8-228296, A (Ricoh Co., Ltd.), September 
3, 1996 

Document 4: JP, 8-65696, A (Mitsubishi Electric Corp.), 
March 8, 1996 

Document 5: JP, 5-48886, A (Konica Corporation), February 
26, 1993 

The invention set forth in Claims 1 to 2 9 involves an 
inventive step in relation to Documents 1 to 5 cited in 
the international search report. 

Document 1 discloses an interpolation processor which 
carries out interpolation by determining an interpolating 
quantity equivalent to the value of the colour components 
lacking in each of the pixels with respect to colour image 
data given by the predetermined colour system comprising a 
plurality of colours. Documents 2 to 5 disclose 
conventional interpolation techniques for colour image 
data. However, the feature of carrying out interpolation 
with respect to colour image data by calculating a 
interpolating value comprising at least (1) local average 
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information of the first colour component relating to the 
pixel to which interpolation is applied and (2) local 
inflection information of two or more colour components 
relating to the pixel to which interpolation is applied,* 
is not disclosed in any of these documents. Moreover, it 
would not be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
conceive of the invention set forth in Claims 1 to 29 by 
combining the features disclosed in Documents 1 to 5. 
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